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certain age obtains a fairly liberal pension. This pension
for asylum servants, towards which they all contribute, is
calculated generally upon a fiftieth of the salary and

emoluments for each year of service. It must be admitted

that many asylums are in somewhat remote country districts,
but there is scope for research work and for the study
of normal and abnormal psychology, for experience in

administration, and for the better understanding of human
nature-an essential to success in any career. We do not

desire to do more than place the facts of a medical career
in the asylum service of this country before intending
candidates. Many medical men are unsuited for such a

career, not because their ability to obtain the needed
scientific equipment is wanting, but because certain

qualities and dispositions are necessary which are rare in
any person. But to those who may choose this line of
work there are great compensations. There is an assured

living, a right to a pension at an early age, life with country
pursuits, ample time for study, reading and introspection,
also the feeling that help is being administered to the most
appealing as well as the most pitiable of the afflictions which
can visit humanity. It would be a real help to medical
officers in asylums to be affiliated to the Medico-Psycho-
logical Association of Great Britain and Ireland, which
offers rewards for research work and which is aiming to
improve their status and their prospects in the service. The

association’s library is at 11, Chandos-stre2t, London, W.

THE MEDICAL INSURANCE COMMITTEE.

AT the last meeting of the Medical Insurance Committee,
which was held at 429, Strand, W.C., Dr. G. E. Haslip
presiding, a satisfactory financial statement of a year’s
working was read and the balance sheet, ending Dec. 31st,
1912, duly certified by the auditor, Mr. R. Freame Baker,
was received and approved. The chairman’s report on the
working of the committee for the year 1912 demonstrated
steady progress of business in all branches of insurance, the
special features of the year being the continued growth of
the income derived from life insurance and the insurance of
motor cars. After paying expenses for the year 1912 there
is a surplus of .6471, which, added to the .6180 brought
forward from the year 1911, left E651 to be disposed of at
the discretion of the committee. In the income and expendi-
ture account the sundry commissions earned have increased
from 61169 in the previous year to .61464. The amount

returned to insurers has increased from 6668 to .6714. The

working expenses show an increase, the development in the
clerical woA being considerable. The following figures
show the total premium income from the start of the agency
in 1907 : Total income : 1907, .61238; 1908, .61469; 1909,
R2037; 1910, .63905; 1911, 65439 ; 1912..67677. Since the

inception of the Medical Insurance Committee S2293 have
been returned to those insuring through the agency, while
the wider objects of the committee have also been fulfilled,
inasmuch as it has already distributed the sum of 6378 to

deserving medical charities, while a distribution made at the
meeting brought the total sum voted in this way to 6760.
The utility of the committee to the medical profession is

undoubted, and it is most satisfactory to be able to report the
increasing scope of the work.

THE THREATENED RECRUDESCENCE OF YELLOW
FEVER IN RIO DE JANEIRO.

THE city of Rio de Janeiro, with nearly a million

inhabitants, has suffered greatly in the past from the ravages
of yellow fever which attacked especially the numerous

European immigrants who,landed at that port. These latter

persons beinginon-immunes supplied much of the susceptible

material upon which the infection maintained its virulence
and upon which it worked with fatal effect. During the 26
years extending from 1877 to 1902 no fewer than 34,314 .
lives were sacrificed by this malady, giving an average of
1320 deaths per annum. In 1903 the municipality, impressed
by the complete success which had been achieved at Habana
and elsewhere in the extinction of yellow fever through the
adoption of modern scientific methods, commenced an active
campaign against the disease in Rio de Janeiro, and against
the local conditions which fostered its prevalence. Important
works for the sanitary improvement of the city were then
begun, including a comprehensive drainage scheme and

embanking of the water-front ; water-courses were cleared of
obstructions, and a "mosquito brigade," comprising some
hundreds of men divided into gangs of 10, began operations
in every section of the town. Compulsory notification of
yellow fever under a heavy penalty was put in force, and
arrangements were made for the isolation of cases in wards
screened to prevent access of the stegomyia mosquito, the
transmitting agent of the infection. During 1903 the results
of the campaign were hardly yet observable, for 1118 notifi,
cations were received, and of these cases 584 proved fatal.
In 1904 the number of recognised attacks fell to 118 and the
deaths to 48. In 1905, much to the disappointment of the
citizens, there was a rise in the incidence of yellow fever,
608 cases and 289 deaths being reported ; but this increase
was explained by the fact that early in the year a number
of attacks had been erroneously notified as bubonic plague,
and consequently no precautions had been taken to screen
these patients from the bites of the stegomyia mosquitoes.
During 1906 the number of yellow fever cases fell to

77, of which 42 had a fatal termination. From the

beginning of 1907 to the end of 1912 the disease was

practically extinct in Rio, the few occasional cases heard of
being in every instance traced to imported infection brought
on shipboard from affected ports in Northern Brazil, such as
Manaos, Para, Pernambuco, and Bahia ; these instances
were easily dealt with and in none of them did the infection
spread. The campaign therefore had been beyond all doubt
completely successful. Unfortunately the freedom of the
city from yellow fever for six years led in the latter portion
of that period to a relaxation of the measures which had
hitherto been so carefully carried out, and it began to be re-
marked in 1912 that mosquitoes were again appearing in
greatly increasing numbers. Certain public-spirited citizens,
led by the Correio da Minha, a journal widely read in Rio,
began to make inquiries, and these showed that the operations
of the mosquito brigade had been slackening for some time.
It appeared also that the wages of these men had fallen into
arrears, and in consequence some of the men had quitted
their posts and sought other employment, the vacancies
remaining unfilled. The fumigation and disinfection service
had also been neglected, the admitted reason for this

being that there was a scarcity of funds to carry it on.

Early in 1913 rumours became rife that yellow fever cases
were occurring, but that they were reported under other
names. Quite recently several undoubted cases of the

disease were notified in the residential suburb of Engenho
: 

Novo, and the serious aspect of these occurrences was that
, 

they could not be traced to imported infection. It is, there-
fore, believed that yellow fever has once again established a
foothold in Rio de Janeiro, and that this has-been the result

, 

of the municipality’s neglect to continue the enforcement of
the preventive measures which had previously proved so

L successful in ridding the city of the scourge. The chief of
I the Public Health Department of Rio, Dr. C. Seidl, is an able
i and competent officer, but if he is not supplied with the
. necessary funds it cannot be expected that he can efficiently
i protect the city from the return of yellow fever. In an


